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WCHAS is preparing to restart its non-fiction Diean Sandeman (Emerius)
focused, history book club, on hiatus since
2020.
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Austin Frederick
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2025 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
A CELEBRATION OF ACHIEVEMENTS AND TRANSITIONS

On the beautiful autumn afternoon of October
8, 2023, the Winnebago County Historical &
Archaeological Society gathered in the historic
Morgan House with a strong turnout of about 36
attendees. This annual event served as a
moment of reflection on the society's
successes, a glimpse into its future, and a
bittersweet farewell to a dedicated leader.

The focal point of the meeting was the long-
awaited completion of the conservation work
undertaken in the Sitting Room and Ladies'
Parlor of Morgan House. These restoration
efforts marked a significant milestone in
preserving the Morgan House and provided a
visual testament to the society's commitment
to safeguarding local history.

Throughout the meeting, various committees
presented their reports, outlining their
accomplishments over the past year and setting
objectives for the promising year ahead in 2024.
These achievements demonstrated the
dedication and hard work of the members and
volunteers who have continued to advance the
society's mission.

The treasurer's report showcased the
organization's financial well-being, celebrating
the resounding success of the "Pie on the
Porch" fundraiser, which took place at the
Oshkosh Saturday Farmer's Market in 2023. This
event raised over $8,000, providing vital
support for ongoing preservation efforts and
historical programs.
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One of the most poignant moments of the
meeting was when Randy Domer, a longtime
member of the WCHAS, announced his
retirement from the board and role as
president.

Having served for many years, Randy's
contributions to preserving and sharing local
history are immeasurable. To honor his work,
this year's Clarence J. Jungwirth Historian
Award was bestowed upon him. This
prestigious award recognized Randy Domer's
dedication to local history and his invaluable
service on the board of directors. Philip
Marshall, a former board member and
Secretary of the WCHAS, had the honor of
presenting Randy with the award via video call,
capturing the essence of the society's enduring
bonds.

The election of new officers brought a sense of
continuity and renewal. All candidates ran
unopposed, showcasing the trust and support
they had from the membership. The new
President Austin Frederick, along with Vice
President Stacey Frank, Secretary Chelsey
Smit, and Treasurer Greg Bellmer, are well-
positioned to guide the society through its next
chapter.




As the meeting adjourned, members and
guests enjoyed refreshments, toured the
newly restored rooms, and caught up with
old friends, making the gathering not just
an annual event but a celebration of the
vibrant community dedicated to preserving
and promoting the history of Winnebago
County.

The day's events underscored the strength
of the society's commitment to its mission,
its past achievements, and the promise of

the future.
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