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Pie on the Porch 2018  

O 
ur ever popular annual fundraiser Pie on the Porch is up 
and running once again. We are thrilled to be back at Cres-
cent Moon (537 N. Main St.) thanks to our hosts J. and 

Julie Karner! We have already served over 100 delicious pies un-
der our new shade tent. Are you a baker? Please let us know. We 
will be glad to have more pies! You may contact Patti Yana if you 
are interested and she will fill you in. She can be reached at 920-
582-9616 or pattiyana54@gmail.com. Pies can be dropped off be-
tween 7:15 and 8:00 every Saturday during the farmers market. 

We are also looking for volunteers to assist with Pie on the Porch. 
Volunteers are needed to work in the tent serving pie, coffee, and 
cold drinks; cut pies, set up tables and take down at the end of the 
morning. We generally run from 8-12. You may also choose to 
volunteer for an early shift from 8-10, or a later shift from 10-12 if 
you don't want to stay the whole morning. We have other positions 
available as well. The set-up crew and pie cutters help from 7-8 
and the tear down crew helps from about 11:45- 12:15 or so. We 
would love for you to join our team! 

Continued on Page 3 

 

Board of Directors 

Randy Domer – President 
Austin M. Frederick – Vice President 
Philip Marshall – Secretary 
Greg Bellmer – Treasurer 
Patti Yana 
Denise Blaze    
Julie Johnson   
Dean Sandeman 
Thomas Rowland  
Steve Cummings 
Steve Walters   
Leslie Walfish 
Cory McCone 
Lynn Lorenson 

 

Mission Statement 
The Winnebago County Historical and 
Archaeological Society will represent, 
serve and involve community members 
in preserving the history of our area. 

 

Contact Us or Submit Articles to 

WCHAS 
234 Church Ave 
Oshkosh, WI 54901 
(920) 267-8007 
WinnebagoHistoricalSociety@gmail.com 

Editors:  

 Leslie Walfish 
 Austin M. Frederick 

County  Fare 
The NEWSLETTER of the 

WINNEBAGO COUNTY HISTORICAL & ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
3rd Quarter  WINNEBAGO CO. , WIS. 

Visit Our Website 
    WinnebagoCountyHistoricalSociety.com 

Board members putting up the new shade tent. 

mailto:pattiyana54@gmail.com
mailto:WinnebagoHistoricalSociety@gmail.com?subject=Newsletter%20Submittal
WinnebagoCountyHistoricalSociety.com
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President’s Message 

One thing I found out early as a member of the 
Board of Directors for the WCHAS is the 
amount of work and financial resources it takes 
to maintain a historic property and fulfill our 
commitment to research, preserve and com-
municate the history of Winnebago County. As 
a 100% volunteer, 501(c)3 non-profit organiza-
tion, we rely on fundraisers along with the help 
of our friends and neighbors to sustain this ef-
fort that has been successful for almost 100 
years! We are very proud of the distance we 
have travelled since 1919 and we understand it 
is our responsibility to sustain that progress 
into the next 100 years! 

As we look ahead to the future, we are working 
to craft a long range plan on how we will be 
able to accomplish this. 

I’d like to use my message here today to talk 
with you about estate planning. Including the 
Winnebago County Historical & Archaeologi-
cal Society in your long-term plans provides 
the gift of historic preservation. Your gift 
would go a long way in providing a perpetual 
legacy by preserving our local history for fu-
ture generations. Financial gifts are used to 
support community education and the designa-
tion of historic landmarks. Revenues we re-
ceive are also used to maintain the historic 
Morgan House and our archival library and 
collection as well as support our new youth 
scholarship program which is currently under 
design as we speak. 

To learn more about including WCHAS in 
your estate plan, please contact me by phone at 
(920) 267-8007 or email winnebagohistori-
calsociety@gmail.com   

I hope you will consider including WCHAS in 
your estate plan. 

 
 

Randy Domer 

President - WCHAS 

Group Enjoys Historic Cruise  
On June 25, the WCHAS hosted its first-ever his-
toric river cruise along the Fox River in Oshkosh. 
The cruise was provided by On The Loos Cruises 
of Oshkosh who donated their vessel for this early 
evening cruise. A SOLD-OUT passenger list was 
on-hand for our maiden voyage that departed 
dockside near the City Center and traveled beyond 
the Butte des Morts bridge and back. The entire 
cruise took about two hours. WCHAS President 
Randy Domer worked with Roni Loos to educate 
and inform passengers on the history along the Fox 
River during the cruise. WCHAS board member 
Leslie Walfish also hosted the event and was on 
board to assist passengers throughout the evening.  
All of the proceeds from the cruise were donated 
by On The Loos Cruises to the WCHAS.  

Fox River Cruise II 
Set sail with us again on August 27, 2018, for an-
other two-hour historic tour of the Fox River, cour-
tesy of On The Loos Cruises. Learn about the his-
tory of the Fox River from its early inhabitants to 
the booming lumber industry that sprang up in 
Oshkosh. Proceeds from ticket sales help fund the 
Winnebago County Historical & Archaeological 
Society. The boat leaves from the dock near the 
Ground Round on North Main Street in Oshkosh at 
6:00 pm. Drinks can be purchased at the cash 
bar aboard the vessel. Visit ontheloosecruises.com  
or call  920-479-0270 to reserve your seats today!  

http://www.onthelooscruises.com/
http://ontheloosecruises.com
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Please consider helping for this fun and rewarding ex-
perience. To volunteer for Pie on the Porch, please 
contact Phyllis Thompson our new Volunteer Coordi-
nator at VolunteerCoordinatorWCHAS@gmail.com. 

We couldn’t do this without the wonderful local sup-
port we have received. Many thanks to J. and Julie 
Karner at Crescent Moon, Kwik Trip, Hoffmaster, 
Pick & Save, The Magnet, and a grant from 
Thrivent.  Thanks also to all of you wonderful volun-
teers and bakers. You truly make it happen!! 

Proceeds from this event go toward helping us fulfill 
our mission to preserve local history, including the 
historic Morgan House located at 234 Church Ave. 
Know you are doing a good thing for the community 
and we appreciate it!  Not a volunteer or a baker? 
Come downtown and enjoy a piece of home-made pie 
any Saturday in the summer between 8 and noon. Get 
there early for the best selection! 

Volunteer Coordinator Hired 
  

Recently, the WCHAS 
created a new role to 
help the organization 
better engage with our 
volunteer net-
work.  The volunteer 
coordinator works di-
rectly with the stand-
ing committees to help 
schedule volunteers to 
fill the needs of the 
organization. Phyllis 
Thompson comes to 
our organization as the volunteer coordinator after a 
year of retirement. 

As a volunteer coordinator with Evergreen Retirement 
Community for twelve years, she has engaged with 
volunteers of all ages. Prior to Evergreen she was the 
Youth Director at Algoma Blvd. United Methodist 
Church. Before her career in Human Services, Phyllis 
was a self-employed interior designer in the Ashland 
area. Phyllis enjoys flower gardening, reading, being 
outdoors, planning events and parties, and volunteers 
for hospice. Phyllis teaches senior aerobic dance at the 
YMCA and says she is very impressed with the dedi-
cation and service of the WCHAS volunteers.  

Subscribe to the E-Newsletter 
Sign up to get our monthly e-newsletter, the Winneba-
go County Eagle, delivered to your inbox. This is free 
for everyone--members and non-members! The Out-
reach Committee launched this new monthly newslet-
ter to let our followers know what is going on in the 
society, volunteer opportunities, and special events & 
offers. Members that provided an email address with 
their membership have automatically been subscribed 
to the Winnebago County Eagle. If you, friends, or 
family would like to receive the monthly emails, fol-
low the link below to sign up.  

bit.ly/WCEagle 
Top - Volunteer workers attend the tent at Pie on the Porch. 

Bottom - Servers serving up delicious pie with a smile. 

mailto:VolunteerCoordinatorWCHAS@gmail.com
http://bit.ly/WCEagle
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Book Club 
 

July – The Strange Career of Jim Crow – C. Vann Woodward, William S. McFeely 

August – Wau-bun: The Early Day in the Northwest– Kinzie 

September – Isaac’s Storm – Erik Larson 

October – One Summer: America, 1927 –  Bill Bryson 

November – A Dangerous Stir: Fear, Paranoia and the Making of Reconstruction – Mark Summers 

December – Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass – Frederick Douglass 

Interested in joining the book club or have questions? Please call or email us at WinnebagoHistoricalSocie-
ty@gmail.com for more information. Book club meets each month on the last Tuesday at 6pm in the Morgan 
House. Join us for the fun.  

Donations 
----------------------------- 

Constance Misky Salon Papers - Harry Wilkenson 
 Jim and Dianne Senderhauf - $3,000 

John L. and Susan T. Vette Family Fund - $250 
Ladies Benevolent Society - Antique Furniture/Tea Set 
David & Mary Schultz - Whimsical Christmas Carousel 

Austin M. Frederick - Books 
James and Mary Patterson  - Oil Painting by Oshkosh artist Vera McCallen  

 

Upcoming Events 
----------------------------- 

 

July 10 - Town and Gown: Stories from 150 Years of the City & Campus Relationship - by Joshua Ranger 

7:00 pm at Sage Hall Room 1210 UW Oshkosh 

Aug. 27 - Historic Fox River Cruise II, 2-hour boat tour leaves from City Center Dock in Oshkosh at 6:00pm. 

Sponsored by On the Loos Cruises - Reserve Tickets online or by call (920) 479-0270  

Sept. 11 - The Endurance: History’s Greatest Shipwreck - by Rochelle Pennington. 6:00 pm at the Oshkosh 

Public Library. 

Oct. 14 - WCHAS Annual Membership Meeting, 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm at the Morgan House. 

Nov. 5 - In Their Own Words: German Americans in the World War I Era - by Antje Petty. 6:00 pm at the 

Oshkosh Public Library. 

mailto:WinnebagoHistoricalSociety@gmail.com
mailto:WinnebagoHistoricalSociety@gmail.com
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 The Woes of Labor 

Winnebago County and the Great Depression 

Part IV 

 By Thomas J. Rowland 

 

Towards a Final Resolution of the Mill Strikes  

We last left the millworker and furniture-maker 
strikes a good month into their running with a discon-
solate mayor Charles Weichering exasperated as to a 
way to resolve the crisis. On May 29, 1937 the own-
ers of the four stricken mills purchased a large two-
page spread in the Oshkosh Northwestern with the 
banner headline, “A Plain Statement to Employees 
and the Public,” outlining their respective positions 
on the issues involved in the current strike.  They 
wanted to establish that their financial standings were 
nowhere as positive as the public seemed to be as-
suming. The statement went on to detail the conces-
sions to workers that they were willing to offer, par-
ticularly modest wage increases and reduced working 
hours, but were clear that wage hikes being demand-
ed by the union exceeded the total combined net profit 
of all the owners for the year 1936, and “based upon 
the present business outlook will no doubt exceed the 
combined net profit of the employers for the year 
1937.” 

 
Workers and union organizers were unfazed both by 
the owner’s revelations and their logic. They fortified 
their resolve and encouraged solidarity in the face of 
unemployment going into its sixth week. Union or-
ganizers promoted a parade, soon to be dubbed, “Win 
the Strike,” through the streets of Oshkosh on the 
evening of June 4. In what was described as the 
“greatest peaceable labor demonstration in the history 
of Oshkosh,” nearly 3,500 supporters paraded down 
Main Street and over the bridge into the south side, 
disbanding finally at South Park where the typical 
speeches were made to a gathering of nearly 8,000. 
Armed with legal assurances, keynote speaker, An-
drew J. Biemiller, a Milwaukee assemblyman, vowed 
that the strike would go on to ultimate victory and 
warned that if “employers interfere with labor organi-
zation today, they may be in danger of changing their 
fine clothes for suits with little black stripes.” 

 

Worker resolve and owner intransigence forced an 
exasperated Mayor Weichering to cable a telegram to 
Governor LaFollette requesting the services of the 
state’s Labor Relations Board. Since he believed that 
the Oshkosh mill strike was “not getting anywhere,” 
and in fact, was a major retrograde movement for the 
city. Weichering was convinced that outside interven-
tion was necessary at this point. Curiously, it was on 
the same date, June 11, that the telegram was sent that 
word circulated that the Badger Company and its em-
ployees were making considerable progress towards 
resolving their differences. Such rumors proved a bit 
premature. On the 15th of June, workers at the Badger 
Company voted 115 to 2 to reject the latest offer 
made by the mill company, and the report that some 
of the workers at the Freeman Furniture factory had 
agreed to work likewise proved unfounded. As for 

Major Wei-
chering’s 
hopes for out-
side arbitra-
tion, no mem-

bers 
of the 
Labor 
Board 
were 
re-

ported to have arrived in the city, although the invita-
tion had been sent a full week earlier. 

Something mystical must have occurred between June 
18 when the workers at Badger Company and Free-
man’s Furniture had rejected the latest offer and the 
following day when it was announced these two oper-
ations would resume business the following Monday. 
Although official terms were not announced at the 
time, they were ostensibly “satisfactory to both par-
ties.” The strike in the city’s mills and furniture plants 
that had quickly surfaced in early May abruptly ended 

Oshkosh Daily Northwestern headlines June 1937 
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by the beginning of July. On June 21, 1,400 employ-
ees at the Buckstaff Company voted to accept the 
terms offered.  By this time, two members of the La-
bor Board, Voyta Wrabetz and the Reverend Francis 
J. Haas, had arrived in Oshkosh and quickly arranged 
conferences with the representatives of the Millmen’s 
local union. Although they did not have powers of 
binding arbitrations, they were likely persuasive since 
it was announced on June 25 that “distinct progress” 
toward a settlement was being made. Nonetheless, the 
Millmen’s local No. 1363 gathered in the Recreation-
al Auditorium and quickly rejected the terms that em-
ployers had agreed to as suggested by the Labor 
Board. This unexpected outcome threw the near-
apoplectic Mayor Weichering into another round of 
fretting. “What is to become of Oshkosh?” the mayor 
moaned in a statement made to the Oshkosh North-
western.  

WWI Exhibit at the Morgan House 
Drawing on the rich resources of the Max Kade Insti-
tute Library and Archives, this exhibit, “In Their Own 
Words: German Americans in the World War I 
Era,” showcases German-language newspapers, mag-
azines, books, and other materials that were printed in 
the United States in the World War I era.  Interpretive 
posters and translations offer a glimpse at how Ger-
man-Americans saw world events and their own posi-
tion in American society in the years before, during, 
and after America and Germany fought against each 
other in the Great War.  

The exhibit will be on display in the Morgan House 
until October. You don’t want to miss it! 

 

Historic Marker Moved 
On June 25, one our historical markers found a new 
home. In 1936, the Winnebago County Historical & 
Arch. Society placed a marker in Butte des Morts, 
designating the community as “The First County 
Seat”. Over the 
years the marker 
found itself situated 
in the middle of the 
asphalt parking lot 
of a local supper 
club where it be-
came an obstruction 
to restaurant pa-
trons. Recently, the 
BDM community, 
with the support of 
their local Lions 
Club, requested that 
the marker be 
moved to a more 
suitable location 
where it can be 
more accessible to the community and visitors.  The 
WCHAS agreed to the proposal. The Lions Club of-
fered to have the marker placed on their property, ad-
jacent to the community park. They also arranged to 
have the marker moved at no cost. Services to move 
and place the marker were donated by Albright Con-
struction. The Lions Club is also providing overhead 
lighting so the marker is visible even at night. The 
WCHAS is arranging to have the marker cleaned, re-
paired, and re-dedicated during the Butte des Morts 
Bi-Centennial Celebration on August 10-11, 2018.  

Buckstaff factory on South Main Street, Oshkosh - Circa 1930 

Photo Courtesy of Dan Radig 
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Recollections of Augustin Grignon 

Part 6 
By Joe Yana 

 
In the last episode of our review of Augustin 
Grignon’s “Seventy Two Years of Recollections”, we 
left off with the aftermath of the Pontiac incursions 
against British interests in the area. The de Langlades 
had garnered the trust of the British authorities who 
removed their troops from the Green Bay post and 
allowed the de Langelades to resume their Native 
trade unfettered by British influence. 
 
Life at the Green Bay trading post could be very inter-
esting. Augustin Grignon’s mother once told him of 
an incident in 1770, when she was 7 years old. Her 
grandfather, Augustin de Langlade encountered a Me-
nominee man in the store operated by the de Langlade 
family. The man saw some axes for sale in the store 
and picked one up and raised it up as to strike him in 
the head. Her grandfather, then an old man of 75 
years, picked up another axe and knocked the man 
down. The man laughed and said it was a joke. de 
Langlade assured him that such an action was not a 
joke to him and the Menominee man left. Such was 
life on the frontier. Augustin de Langlade passed 
away in 1771 leaving Charles de Langlade to tend to 
the commercial interests of the family in Green Bay. 

Life went on at the trading post in Green Bay without 
British influence. But by the time Charles de Lang-
lade had reached the age of 52, relations between 
Britain and the American Colonies had deteriorated to 
the point where war had broken out in the colonies to 
the east. Captain De Peyster, who was commander of 
British forces in Mackinaw, contacted de Langlade 
and advised that he was expected to take part in the 
Revolutionary War on behalf of the British. He was 
directed to assemble a force of western natives to de-
fend British interests in Canada. de Langlade assem-
bled a force of Menominee, Winnebago, Potawatomi, 
Chippewa and Ottawa men. The force marched to 
Montreal. A grand council was held there. de Lang-
lade, fluent in those tongues, served as the interpreter. 

While assisting the British in the war, de Langlade 
served under General Campbell. He returned to Cana-
da with his native force on several occasions as cir-
cumstances required. As American forces moved 
closer to British interests in the west, the need for de 
Langlade’s services continued. American Revolution-
ary forces led by Col. George Rogers Clarke had con-
quered the Illinois territory by 1879, which required a 

British response. British Lieutenant Governor Hamil-
ton of Detroit launched an attack on American forces. 
The Americans trounced the British and took prison-
ers. Unaware of this situation, Captain De Peyser 
called for a grand council of Northwestern Tribes to 
be held in Mackinaw in the summer of 1879. 

The attempt of de Peyser to assemble the force was 
unsuccessful at first. Pierre Caree and Charles de 
Langlade’s nephew, Gautheir De Verville, attempted 
to assemble forces from native tribes in Milwaukee. 
They were laughed at. Charles de Langlade, undaunt-
ed by their failures took over. After an initial failure 
to convince the natives, de Langlade built a lodge in 
the center of the native village with a door on either 
end of the lodge. He directed that dogs be killed for a 
feast. (A feast of dogs was a custom among many 
western tribes.) He placed a raw dog heart on a stick 
at each door. He sang a native war song as he 
marched around the lodge, taking a bite of the raw 
heart at each door. This represented a superstitious 
custom of bravery among many tribes as they pre-
pared for war. Enamored by de Langlades example 
and the ancient custom, the natives began to follow 
his example to taste the heart of courage. This experi-
ence resulted in the natives following Charles de 
Langlade to Mackinaw to the grand council with the 
British, where they assembled traveled on Lake Mich-
igan toward Illinois to launch an assault on the Amer-
icans. Upon arriving at the dispatch point in St. Jo-
seph’s, they learned of Hamilton’s defeat and returned 
to their village disappointed. 
 
Next episode: de Langlade’s continued involvement 
in the American Revolutionary War and after 

Fall of Fort Sackville, by Frederick Coffay Yohn  
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 Meet Our Board Members 

DID YOU KNOW…  

There is a veteran of the American Revolutionary War buried in Winnebago County. Samuel N. Rodgers, Sr. 
was born on June 3, 1760, in Branford, Connecticut, and served in the Connecticut Militia from 1777 to 1781. 
He came to Wisconsin in 1839 and settled on eighty acres of land he purchased in Walworth County. Later, his 
sons Elias and Samuel Jr. came to Wisconsin. They along with their father traveled north to Winnebago County 
and settled in the Town of Winchester in 1848. Rodgers lived here with his sons until his death in 1852. His 
grave is located in Winchester Cemetery on Grandview Road.  

Lynn Lorenson has worked for the City of Oshkosh 
for 26 years.  Lynn grew up in Sturgeon Bay, Wiscon-
sin.  She studied history at Carroll College in 
Waukesha, Wisconsin, and was able to spend a year 
studying abroad at Nottingham University in Notting-
ham, England. After college she attended the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin Law School where she received her 
law degree. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cory McKone was born and raised on the South side 
of Oshkosh and attended St. Peter's Grade School and 
Lourdes Academy High School.  He earned his Bache-
lor's and Masters Degrees in Criminal Justice Leader-
ship at Marian University. He worked 11 years as a 
police officer with the City of Neenah Police Depart-
ment, and spent 4 years as the Police School Liaison 
Officer for the Neenah Middle Schools. Following his 
career at the Neenah Police Department, he became a 
full-time Faculty member, teaching in the Criminal 
Justice Department at Fox Valley Technical College. 
Cory enjoys spending time with his family, riding  
mountain bikes, and is an avid collector of Oshkosh 
memorabilia. Cory is also a member of the Oshkosh 
Memorabilia Club, and lives west of Oshkosh with his 
wife, Sara, and two children. 
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2018 Membership Form 

---------------------------------------------------- 
Winnebago County Historical and Archaeological Society 

 
(Check One)               (Check One) 
_____$5 Student (15-25yrs/old)     
_____$15 Individual                     ______ New Member 
_____$25 Couple                         ______ Renewal 
_____$35 Family     
_____$250 Life Membership 

 
Name(s):__________________________________ 
Street Address:_____________________________ 
City:  ______________State_____   Zip:  ________ 
Phone:  ________________________ 
Email Address:_____________________________ 

 
(Check  One) 

  Send my newsletter by E-mail   

          Send my newsletter by mail 

I am interested in volunteering for…. (Circle All that Apply) 

| Morgan House Tour Guide | Pie on the Porch | Artifact Inventory |  
| Archiving | Holiday Open House | Volunteer Recruitment |  
| Newsletter Editor | Fundraising Events | Program Planning |  

or 
| Not Interested in Volunteering | 

Mail this form with enclosed payment to: 
 

WCHAS Membership Committee 
234 Church Ave. 

 Oshkosh, WI  54901 

 FINAL POINTS 
———————————————— 

 

 Don’t forget to stop by Pie on the Porch 

at the Oshkosh Saturday Farmers Market 

on Main Street every Saturday 8:00 am - 

12:30 pm to September 1.  

 

 

 The Morgan House will be open for tours 

every Saturday through Labor Day week-

end from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. 

 

 

 Contact Volunteer Coordinator Phyllis 

Thompson today about opportunities for 

you to get involved with the WCHAS!  

 

VolunteerCoordinatorWCHAS@gmail.com 

 

 

 

The Eureka Lock and lock tender house were con-
structed in 1876. Traffic on the Fox River boomed in 
the late 19th century, but the popularity of the railroads 
brought an end to river traffic, so the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers closed the Eureka Lock in 1951. The Ber-
lin Boat Club formed in 1958 and petitioned and won 
to have the lock reopened for recreational use. By 2003 
the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resource closed 
the lock as it was in disrepair, and the lock tender 
house was razed in 2009 because of flood damage. The 
lock was restored to operating condition in 2012, and a 
new lease was formed with the Berlin Boat Club which 
now maintains and operates the lock on weekends and 
holidays from 9:00 am to 8:00 pm. The Eureka Lock is 
the last operable lock on the Upper Fox River. 

Eureka Lock 

Eureka Lock Rd, Omro, WI 

mailto:VolunteerCoordinatorWCHAS@gmail.com


10 

 Winnebago County 

 Historical & Archaeological 

   Society, Inc. 

 
234 Church Avenue  -  Oshkosh, Wisconsin 54901 

Giving A Gift Through 

Estate Planning 

While planning your estate, consider giving the gift of historic preservation. Your donation will 
go a long way in providing a lasting legacy by preserving our local history for future genera-
tions.  Financial gifts are used to support community education, designation of historic land-
marks, maintaining the historic Morgan House Museum, youth scholarships, and more. 

To learn more, contact Randy Domer, President, WCHAS, 234 Church Avenue, Oshkosh, WI 54901  or call 
(920) 267-8007 

I am interested in learning more about how I can give a special gift through estate planning.  Please 
contact me. 

Name: ________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

              ______________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ____________________   Email: ____________________________________ 

The Winnebago County Historical & Archaeological Society is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) organization  


